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INGILIZCE METIN

“| studied abroad in China from January until August last year, and when | came back, |
graduated.

Now I got a big fellowship for five years in a top PhD program, and | also just had an interview
for a lab technician at an Ivy League school that has a great track record of sending students to
top medical schools. I’'m not sure which one would be a better choice, or whether either one
would make me happy. It seems like a sort of make-it-or-break-it time, or is it?

Going to China changed a lot of things. In college, | was very shy and | never had an opportunity
to make friends and find love. In China, | found exactly what | was looking for: a group of friends
who didn’t see me as just an academic profile. | found hope that | am more than academia. |
went on a couple of dates. | never had a love life before. | made some novice mistakes, but | let
myself finally be open and risk getting hurt. Yes, I still hurt a bit, but that’s the case with all first
times, right? | experienced things like traveling with a buddy from Beijing to Shanghai, getting
lost in Shanghai in the middle of the night in the pouring rain, walking alone in the Old Summer
Palace—it was so much different than staring at a piece of metal under a microscope all day.

Granted, | still really like science. But | finally know that I’'m more than that, and | can’t be
happy with just doing research anymore, which is why | have a really hard time deciding now. |
don’t know if either path will let me explore myself as a whole. | have an old pair of Sketchers
that | used to walk all around China with. The thread is gone, and if | step in a puddle that’s
even one-centimeter-deep, my socks get wet. But | still wear them because they remind me of
happier times.”
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CEVIRI

Gegen sene Ocaktan Agustosa kadar Cin’de okudum ve geri geldigimde mezun oldum.

Simdi en iyi doktora programlarindan birine bilyik bir burs kazandim ve 6grencilerini en iyi tip
fakultelerine gonderme ge¢misi olan bir lvy League okulunda lab teknisyenligi icin milakata
girdim. Hangisinin daha iyi bir tercih olacagindan emin degilim ya da bunlardan birinin beni
mutlu edeceginden emin degilim. Sanki (bir doniim noktasi)/(ya simdi ya da hig) zamani gibi
gorunuyor, degil mi?

Cine gitmek pek cok seyi degistirdi. Universite cok utangactim ve hig arkadas edinme ya da aski
bulma firsatim olmadi. Cin’de tam da aradigim seyi buldum: beni sadece bir akademik profil
olarak gérmeyen bir arkadas grubu. Akademik kimligimden daha fazlasi oldugum konusunda
umut buldum. Birkag kisiyle ¢iktim. Daha 6nce hig agk hayatim olmamisti. Bazi acemi hatalari
yaptim ama sonunda kendimi serbest biraktim ve incinme riskini aldim. Evet, hala daha biraz
icim aciyor ama bu her ilk defa icin boyle degil mi? Bir kankamla Pekinden Sangay’a seyahat
etme, Sangay’da saganak yagmurda gecenin bir yarisi kaybolma, Old Summer Sarayinda tek
basima ylriime gibi seyler tecriibe ettim. Bu tiim giin mikroskop altinda bir metal pargasina
bakmaktan ¢ok farklydi.

Suphesiz hala bilimi seviyorum. Ama artik biliyorum ki ben bilimden fazlasiyim ve artik sadece
arastirmami yaparak mutlu olamam ki bu ylizden su an karar vermekte ¢ok zorlaniyorum. Bu iki
yoldan herhangi birinin bana kendimi bir butlin olarak tanimaya/kesfetmeye izin verip
vermeyecegini bilmiyorum. Cin’de dolasirken giydigim eski bir ¢ift Sketchers ayakkabim var.
Dikisleri gitmis ve bir santimetre derinlikteki bir su birikintisine bile girse ¢coraplarim islaniyor.
Ama hala onlari giyiyorum ¢linki bana daha mutlu oldugum zamanlari hatirlatiyorlar.
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